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Message from our Chairman
We all enjoy the present character and openness 

of the Village, and the Association, through its 
members, has made every effort to maintain this 
over its 116 year history.  The current Government 
planning changes and the interpretation of these by local 
authorities is a cause for concern and watchfulness. 
Relaxation of the strict definition of unacceptable 
developments in the Green Belt and increasing the 
density of housing in Woldingham are two sizeable 
threats to the existing character of the village.In these 
circumstances the contents of a Neighbourhood Plan 
are critical to protect the Village as we know it today.

During the year the Association has given great 
support to the Tandridge District Council and the Parish 
Council in the detailed planning enquiries. To date the 
TDC  strategy has been confirmed by the Courts and by 
Appeal Inspectors.

Turning to other matters, the Association has 
supported local events such as the Church Fete 
providing the musical accompaniment and has liaised 
with BT in the introduction of fibre-based broadband in 
the Village, notably in roads where the Association has 

historical interests.
The Association continues to  support the relevant 

local and national interest groups, such as Campaign 
to Protect Rural England (CPRE), London Green Belt 
Council  and Open Space Society etc. and is also 
monitoring the proposed changing face of Biggin Hill 
Airport in its efforts to increase the number of daily 
aircraft movements. You will recall that this was set out 
by the Chief Executive of the Airport, Will Curtis, at our 
Annual General Meeting in October.

We were sorry to receive Bobby Johnson’s 
resignation from the Committee, having taken on several 
other duties, after some five years but we are pleased to 
welcome Julia Eziashi and David Shelley.

We congratulate District Councillor Sally Marks and 
Surrey County Councillor David Hodge on their efforts 
to support the Village over the last year.  Also, I would 
like to thank all the members of the Standing Committee 
for their input. Your committee gives generously of their 
time – they are all busy people - but I would also like to 
thank you, the members, who support us and protect 
our Village community.

2014 AGM
Will Curtis, Managing Director of Biggin Hill 

Airport gave a lively and personable talk outlining 
the development plan for the Airport. He opened by 
listing things that would not be occurring, many of which 
will be positive for Woldingham and include no flying 
outside operating hours, no scheduled or charter flights 
to use the airport and no expansion outside the existing 
boundaries. The Air Show is set to return on June 13th 
2015 and will mark the anniversary of the Battle of 
Britain.

A welcome surprise came during the AGM business 
in ‘Questions from the Floor’, when a member 

suggested that the subscriptions should be increased 
to £15 per household to help bolster reserves. Put to 
the meeting, this was duly accepted with grateful thanks 
being expressed by the Chairman.

Let us know
Do you have a particular local environmental 
concern? If so contact us:
  Phone: 652615 or email: Info@TheWA.co.uk

http://woldinghamassociation.co.uk Church Fete - Musical organ sponsored by the WA



The Woldingham Association 
continues to comment on planning 
applications in Woldingham 
and major applications near to 
Woldingham that could have an 
impact on the village. There have 
been a number of these in the past 
year as follows: 

Chalkpit Quarry, Oxted: The 
application for 27 houses in the Surrey 
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) was refused by 
Tandridge District Council.   

Tillingdown Farm, Woldingham: 
An application for a new housing 
development in this Surrey Hills AONB 
location was also refused.    

We were relieved that Tandridge 
District Council refused both of these 
applications and appreciated Surrey 
County Council's contribution to the 
reasons for refusal by highlighting 
the dangers arising from increased 
traffic along Chalkpit Lane and also 
the access and landfill issues at 
Tillingdown Farm.

Greenlawns Cemetery, Chelsham: 
This application was for the large 
extension to the existing burial grounds 
on the Chelsham Road in the Green 
Belt and Area of Landscape Value.  
The proposed extension to the burial 
ground would have been large enough 

to serve the entire London Borough 
of Croydon.  The recommendation 
to permit was overturned by the 
Planning Committee.  The Inspector 
agreed with this refusal and dismissed 
the application at Appeal.  We were 
pleased that the Inspector agreed with 
some of the reasons for refusal put 
forward by the WA.

Whyteleafe Road, Caterham 
Inquiry:  The main issue raised by 
this Public Inquiry was the possible 
over-turning of the Core Strategy.  We 
were very pleased that the Inspector 
did not over-turn the existing Core 
Strategy, thereby granting a lifeline to 
the existing protection for the Green 
Belt. This is only a reprieve, however, 
so it remains imperative that Tandridge 
makes rapid progress on the new Local 
Plan as explained elsewhere in this 
newsletter.

We would like to congratulate 
Tandridge District Council on its 
successful defence in the High Court 
of the recently adopted Tandridge 
Local Plan Part 2, which contains 
the detailed policies used to assess 
applications.

We continue our long-standing 
approach of submitting comments to 
planning applications that are based on 
facts and relevant planning policies.  

The WA 
aims  
to promote and protect 
the unique character of 
our village and the  
surrounding Green Belt 
and to uphold the Gilford 
Covenants.         

The WA 
supports 

Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE)
London Green Belt 
Council
The Downlands 
Management Project
Flightpath (an alliance of 
residents groups opposed to 
the further development of 
Biggin Hill Airport)

The Gatwick Area 
Conservation Campaign
Open Spaces Society
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Update on major applications 
on the borders of Woldingham 

Following a submission by 
Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL) 
to extend/ increase the operating 
hours at the airport, in mid January 
Bromley Council commenced a 
short online survey which closed 
on 13th March and resulted in 
over 40,000 responses with (76%) 
in support of the plans. Bromley 
Council will now decide whether or not 
to approve the proposal.

As background, in the red corner 
sit BHAL with their various proposals 
about the operating hours, and also a 
commitment to reduce noise, a plan to 
increase jobs and a willingness to cap 
overall flight movements.   In the green 
corner there is Bromley Residents 

against Airport Development (BRAAD) 
who are running a highly vocal 
campaign to maintain the status quo 
with accusations that BHAL are using 
scaremonger tactics when outlining 
the possible adverse consequences 
to the area if BHAL are not allowed to 
progress their proposals.  

So far as Woldingham is 
concerned, BHAL have, conditional 
on acceptance of their proposals, 
included provisions for a revised flight 
path based on a GPS rather than VFR 
(Visual Flight Reference) approach 
which would allow for a steeper 
final flight path commencing from a 
higher altitude potentially avoiding 
Woldingham altogether. 

Biggin Hill Airport

www.woldinghamassociation.co.uk



You can 
help 
by contributing some of 
your time and expertise 
to work on a WA project.

Individual projects 
bring together people 
with a variety of 
interests, knowledge, 
talents and skills for a 
period of time to achieve 
a specific objective.

Contact......

Tandridge District Council is 
currently carrying out a review of 
the Local Development Plan which 
will decide how many houses are 
to be built in Tandridge, or the 
“housing need”, and where these 
houses will go.  The Woldingham 
Association has actively participated 
in the consultations on both topics and 
will continue to do so.

We remain concerned about the 
implications for the Green Belt around 
Woldingham and throughout Tandridge 
both in the short and medium term.

Despite government policy stating 
that unmet housing need is not 
sufficient to grant planning permission 
for new housing developments in the 
Green Belt, such developments have 
been granted permission in the Green 
Belt elsewhere in the country. These 
applications are known as “predatory” 

or “speculative” applications.
We are trying to prevent these 

predatory applications being successful 
in Tandridge by urging the Council 
to implement the most up-to-date 
approach to the Local Plan process 
suggested by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government 
(DCLG). The alternative approach 
suggested by the DCLG reduces the 
threat to the Green Belt from these 
speculative applications and also 
allows Tandridge to progress more 
rapidly on the Local Plan.  

We are very aware that protecting 
Green Belt is one of the top priorities 
for our members, and so the WA 
Committee may need to call on our 
members for help in protecting the 
Green Belt.  If you wish to know 
more, please contact one of the WA 
committee members.

Since last year the Woldingham 
Parish Council’s Neighbourhood 
Plan has proceeded with some pace. 
Together with other villagers, some of 
our members have been involved in 
the WNP steering group as individuals.

 The WNP is an important 
document for the village as it sets out 
in some cases quite specific policies 
and projects to shape the form of 
development in the village over the 
next 15 years (2030!).  Moreover, it will 
influence planning application decisions 
made by Tandridge District Council and 
The Planning Inspectorate.

Given the aims of the WA to 
promote and protect the unique 
character of our village and the 
surrounding green belt and to uphold 
the Gilford covenants, the WA 
Committee will closely examine the 
consultation document. As you will 
know, the WA Committee felt very 
strongly about the policies that all 

residents of the village were consulted 
on in January 2015 relating to the 
preservation of 0.2 hectare plot sizes, 
and also to the matter of downsizing.    
We sent to all our members a letter 
setting out the implications of the 
options to ensure informed decisions 
were able to be made.    

At the time of distribution of this 
newsletter, we expect the consultation 
on the pre-submission document to 
be imminent. This will be the chance 
for residents to comment on the plan, 
so, as with the 0.2 hectares policy, 
we will continue to communicate with 
our members and give our views on 
how the plan can best protect the very 
special character of our village.

What  
interests 
you? 
WA projects make use 
of a wide variety of skills 
and knowledge and we 
welcome individuals 
with an enthusiasm for 
Woldingham.

Are you interested in 
the environment, roads,  
woodlands, planning? 
Or do you have skills 
in publicity, secretarial 
work, law, publishing or 
finance?
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Threats to the Green Belt

Woldingham 
Neighbourhood
Plan (WNP)

www.woldinghamassociation.co.uk

Useful telephone 
numbers
Surrey Highways Issues:
0300 200 1003

Biggin Hill Aircraft Noise:
01959 578 580

Tandridge District Council:
01883 722000

Non-Emergency Police:
101



Contact us
By e-mail:  
info@TheWA.co.uk
internet: 
www.woldinghamassociation.
co.uk
or by writing to the 
address below:
The Woldingham 
Association 
c/o The Hermitage 
Park View Road 
Woldingham 
CR3 7DJ

WA Council 
Members 
The Lord Christopher CBE
Geoffrey King (Chairman)
Rita Berry 
Richard Butcher (Hon)  
Sue Edwards
Julia Eziashi
Gina Miscovich
Tony Potter
David Shelley
Bruce Stanford
Jane Torrance 
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advice and should not be relied upon as such
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&
Questions you ask

Answers you need
Q A 

" What is CIL?"Q
"CIL stands for Community 
Infrastructure Levy. It is a new 
levy that local authorities in 

England and Wales can choose to 
charge on new developments in their 
area. It came into effect in Tandridge in 
December 2014.

The charges are set by the local 
council, based on the size and type of 
the new development.

It rewards communities receiving 
new development through the direct 
allocation of a proportion (15% 
or 25% depending on whether a 
Neighbourhood Plan is in place) of 
levy funds collected in their area."

A

"Tandridge District Council issue 
a weekly list of applications 
for the whole district or 

you can visit our website at www.
woldinghamassociation.co.uk where 
we update the list for Woldingham on a 
monthly basis."

A

www.woldinghamassociation.co.uk

Four main structures are served 
by the Woldingham Exchange and 
all have now been upgraded by the 
Superfast Surrey Programme to the 
fibre network. 

Woldingham 1,2 and 4 have been 
upgraded to the fibre network via Fibre 
to the Cabinet (FTTC) technology 
whilst Woldingham 3 has been 
upgraded using Fibre to the Premises 
(FTTP).

Residents can find out which 
structure they are served by and the 
speeds achievable by visiting the BT 
Availability Checker (https://www.
dslchecker.bt.com/) and entering their 
phone number.  If this does not work 
then use the Address link. If residents 
then see the words "Fibre Multicast - 

Available " it means that the cabinet 
(such as Woldingham 1) or structure 
that serves their home has been 
connected to the fibre network. 

Insofar as Surrey is concerned 
93.9% of premises will have access 
to speeds of 15Mbps and above.  
Openreach is finalising a review of the 
5,000 premises within the Superfast 
Surrey Intervention Area (IA) that will 
be unable to achieve 15Mbps or more 
at the conclusion of the deployment 
which is expected at the end of March 
2015.  Following consultation with 
Surrey County Council it is anticipated 
that Openreach will have identified 
further options for using any remaining 
funds and an agreement on the future 
scope of the programme.

Our thanks to Julie Moylan and 
Janet Tyler for inviting The WA to 
participate in the party welcoming 
newcomers to the village, which 
was a very well attended and 
enjoyable event.

The map of "How Woldingham 
could have been" which we produced 
for our 111th year Anniversary, was a 

talking point for those unaware of the 
development pressures Woldingham 
has faced and overcome in the past.

We were asked a variety of 
questions by newcomers but what 
seemed of primary concern, along with 
the protection of the Green Belt, was 
whether a downsizing policy would 
affect the character of the village. 

Superfast Broadband Update

"How do I find out about 
current planning applications 
in Woldingham?"

Q


