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Message from our Chairman
The Association is pleased to welcome a number 

of new members this year and to thank our Vice 
President, Dr June Wakefield, for agreeing to take on 
this role. June brings  her experience of many years of 
protection and conservation in Woldingham and the wider 
countryside.

The Woldingham Association now has one of the 
hardest working and most experienced Councils for 
many years. As a consequence we are recognised as an 
effective body working on behalf of our members and the 
village as a whole. 

 The many facets of planning as they affect 
Woldingham, the surrounding environment and the 
Metropolitan Green Belt,  have continued to be a focus. 
The Neighbourhood Plan, which came into effect late 
in 2016, provided a further discipline on planners and 
developers and also set out the possible basis for several 
changes to Village amenities. 

The Plan and the other Supplementary Planning 
Documents, the Village Design Statement, the Woldingham 
Character Study have assisted in notable Appeal Decisions 
reconfirming the inappropriateness of back development.

We were able to react quickly to the proposals by 
Network Rail to totally clear the trackside, felling trees 
and brushwood, in the area between the Station and the 
entrance to the Oxted tunnel. Excessive tree felling by 
Network Rail has also been heavily criticised by the Rail 
Minister  The procedure has been improved as confirmed 
in a reply from Network Rail to our letter in September. We 
continue to monitor the local position.

Looking back we have had a busy year with 
involvement in several Village events, including the Village 
Picnic. Our President, Lord Christopher, laid a wreath on 
behalf of the Woldingham Association to the Fallen at the 

Remembrance Day Service. An impressive number of 
Village representatives also each laid a wreath.

Since the Annual General Meeting in 2017 we have 
reviewed the working practices of the Association in 
several ways. The  ” Mem and Arts “  are  being updated 
and we have made a series of amendments to  our 
Corporate Governance Framework without prejudicing the 
requirement to continue the work mandated by Gilford in 
the Woldingham Covenants.

We have commented several times on the developing 
Local Plan,  the latest draft of which has now been 
published and we await  the Consultation period to assess 
its impact on Woldingham  and the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Our website content continues to be updated and 
receives numerous visits. The website publishes planning 
alerts and gives details of new planning applications in 
Woldingham as well as much else of interest and relevance 
to residents.

 The Association continues to support organisations 
and charities who have as their primary objectives the 
protection and wellbeing of Surrey villages such as ours. 
These include Campaign for the Protection of Rural 
England, (CPRE),  and London Green Belt Council. 

We look forward to working with the Parish Council, 
under the Chairmanship of Matthew Quaife, our Tandridge 
District Councillor, Keith Jecks and Surrey County 
Councillor David Hodge. We thank them for their work on 
behalf of the village.

We would particularly wish to express our thanks to 
David Hodge, who is retiring shortly, for his assistance in 
many and varied instances over the years

Most importantly, we would like to thank our members 
for their ongoing support.



Tandridge District Council 
published their draft “Regulation 
19” Local Plan in August. Planning 
policy documents are hierarchical 
which means that documents at the 
Tandridge-level provide support for 
policies in local documents such 
as the Woldingham Neighbourhood 
Plan.   

We are very concerned about 
the new Tandridge Local Plan and 
our submission to the consultation 
includes QC advice that explains 
why the proposed policies that affect 
Woldingham are not sound.  

The new Local Plan contains 
new risks to Woldingham and the 
surrounding Green Belt:

• A new policy to allow affordable 
housing to be built in the Green 
Belt around Woldingham.

• Evidence documents that 
understate the role of the Green 
Belt around Woldingham and so 
undermine long-term protection 
for it.

• Poorly written policies that 
either remove or undermine 
existing policy protection for the 
character of built-up areas like 
Woldingham.

In addition, the conclusion that 
Woldingham is an appropriate location 
for development is incorrect because 
it is based on incorrect data, a flawed 
methodology and a mis-reading of 

previous local plan policy with regards 
to Woldingham.   

The early Local Plan draft also 
proposed the deletion of recently 
adopted detailed planning policies 
which provided the policy umbrella for 
the Woldingham Neighbourhood Plan.  
The Woldingham Association worked 
with District Councillors from the Oxted 
& Limpsfield Residents Group and our 
ward Councillor to retain as many of 
these detailed policies as we could.   

The next milestone for the new 
Local Plan occurs at the end of 2018 
when Tandridge District Council 
decides whether to submit the draft 
Local Plan for Examination.  We will 
post updates on our web-site and 
please contact us should you have  
any questions.

The WA 
aims  
to promote and protect 
the unique character of 
our village and the  
surrounding Green Belt 
and to uphold the Gilford 
Covenants.         

The WA 
supports 

Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE)
London Green Belt 
Council
Surrey Wildlife Trust
The Downlands 
Management Project
Flightpath (an alliance of 
residents groups opposed to 
the further development of 
Biggin Hill Airport)

The Gatwick Area 
Conservation Campaign
Open Spaces Society

The Review of Operating 
Conditions at the Oxted Quarry  
(“the Chalkpit”), Chalkpit Lane 
has now been approved by Surrey 
County Council.  

The new operating conditions 
include a prohibition on Quarry 
HGVs going north/turning left 
towards Woldingham onto Chalkpit 
Lane.  However, it is not clear how 
this restriction will be enforced and 
to whom any violations should be 
reported.  

For Non-Quarry HGVs, the Surrey 
County Council Officer Report explains 
that enforcement of the width restriction 
on Chalkpit Lane is the responsibility of 

the Police, and so we understand that 
violations should be reported to them.   

In addition, the proposed re-opening 
of the currently disused “upper” access, 
located approximately 200m north of 
the existing “lower” access, has also 
been approved.   We assume that 
similar restrictions prohibiting left turns 
towards Woldingham will also apply to 
the “upper” access when it re-opens.

We continue to urge the relevant 
authorities that clearer signage and 
width restrictions are necessary to 
prevent HGVs from using Chalkpit 
Lane to/from Woldingham. Please 
contact us via the web-site if you want 
more information.
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Over the last year the WA, 
along with the rest of the UK 
organisations, has reviewed and 
updated its privacy policy and 
practises to ensure that it meets 
the new legislation: General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR), that 
came into effect on 25 May 2018.  
During the days leading up to this, 
there was a frenzy in the UK with many 
organisations seeking to beg, coerce 
and entice subscribers to maintain 
email consent.  The WA decided on a 
different approach.  Having historically 
very few members providing email 
information, to avoid adding to the 
deluge of requests for consent to 
its members, the WA adopted a 
strategic decision to focus on the 
revision of internal documentation and 
membership application processes 
in readiness for a campaign to gain 
new members existing members’ 
email information and consent at the 

start of the 2019 to coincide with the 
timing of subscription renewals.   As 
part of the WA year of internal review, 
the establishment of a Corporate 
Governance framework, aligned to 
best practice, led to the WA developing 
and revising its  privacy practises 
and enshrining this in a new policy 
document.  Additionally, the treasurer 
has an official new responsibility as the 
Data Controller to ensure compliance 
to the GDPR law.   We welcome your 
comments and suggestions and if you 
are a member and would like to supply 
us your email, there is no need to wait 
until January 2019, please write to the 
Secretary, c/o Hermitage address.

You can 
help 
by contributing some of 
your time and expertise 
to work on a WA project.

Individual projects 
bring together people 
with a variety of 
interests, knowledge, 
talents and skills for a 
period of time to achieve 
a specific objective.

Contact......

Returning home is always a 
pleasure; we are rewarded with 
views of the rolling hills of chalk 
country. Whether we approach over 
the steep scarp to our south or the 
open Halliloo valley further north, we 
are reminded that the village is built 
along the dip slopes of the high downs. 
We are surrounded by downland, 
hedges and high trees. It is easy to 
take our landscape for granted as we 
pass through each day but pause a 
little and recall some of the varying 
views: the slow climb over the scarp 
via Gangers Lane through woodland, 
follow the Halliloo Valley – sometimes 
wide views, sometimes through a 
leafy tunnel of trees - or as we leave 
the Limpsfield Road and make the 
dramatic drop down into the Butlers 
Dene Valley. The hills are steep as we 
climb into the village from the station 
or as we twist and turn to reach the 
Garden Village. Each road follows the 
contours of the hills. It is this crumpled 
topography that appeals.

The spirit of place varies with the 
seasons. In winter bare trees open 
views to distant hills; spring brings the 
fresh greens of newly opened leaves, 

and the varying shapes of shrubs 
and trees as they come into leaf. By 
summer the verges are edged with 
the froth of cow parsley and later we 
experience the rich hues of autumn. 
Far more rewarding than driving is 
to spend time in our local areas, 
walking below high trees in Marden 
Woods, taking a leisurely stroll along 
the bridleway in the Marden Valley or 
striding out across downland. Stand 
awhile and catch the subtle movements 
of quaking grass, the flicker of insects 
or tiny toads in long grass. We can 
enjoy this same intimacy within our 
gardens. 

 Our local scene holds far more 
than visual beauty. We share these 
places with the natural world and that 
adds greatly to our sense of wellbeing. 
Ours is the only village in Tandridge 
surrounded by open hills. For over 
a hundred years, this openness 
has been ensured largely by the 
continuing vigilance of the Woldingham 
Association.

What  
interests 
you? 
WA projects make use 
of a wide variety of skills 
and knowledge and we 
welcome individuals 
with an enthusiasm for 
protecting Woldingham.

Are you interested in 
the environment, roads,  
woodlands, planning? 
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What is a Corporate 
Governance (CG) framework?Q
Corporate governance framework 
is an overarching set of 
organisation policies, practices 

and internal structures to ensure 
accountability and transparency. 

A

The airport management are 
continuing with their mission to 
deliver a quieter, more prosperous 
airport and to keep residents of the 
surrounding areas in touch with 
expansion plans which include 
their desire to attract aircraft 
manufacturers to use the airport’s 
servicing facilities supplementing 
Bombardier Business Aircraft.  
Other plans include the construction 
of an airport hotel and funding has 
been secured for the construction 
of a new London Aerospace and 
Technology College. The airport 
management’s concern for the local 
environment include the adoption of 
the most stringent measures regarding 
noise limits, and the undertaking 
they will never accept noisy transport 
aircraft, scheduled airlines or holiday 
charters.  They are also intending to 
reduce the number of light aircraft 

movements by about 60% from the 
current figure of 35,000 per year 
by the Summer of 2019. Of specific 
interest to Woldingham is that the 
long-awaited introduction of the new 
GPS approach involving jet aircraft 
where they will remain at a height of 
about 2,000 feet to the south of The 
Ridge and then descend to intercept 
a straight approach to runway 03, will 
remove the current noise nuisance of 
jet aircraft overflying the village. This 
approach procedure remains with 
the CAA for final approval. This is 
expected shortly but the decision is not 
the airport’s and the CAA is no longer 
keeping to its published timelines due 
to a lack of internal resources. This is 
a cause of considerable frustration to 
the airport’s management for whom a 
modern GPS approach has the highest 
priority whilst simultaneously removing 
the noise over Woldingham.

Contact us
By e-mail:  
info@TheWA.co.uk
Internet: 
www.woldinghamassociation.
co.uk
or by writing to the 
address below:
The Woldingham 
Association 
c/o The Hermitage 
Park View Road 
Woldingham 
CR3 7DJ

The WA 
Council 
The Lord Christopher CBE
Dr June Wakefield
Geoffrey King (Chairman)
Rita Berry (Co. Secretary)
James Brain
Sue Edwards
Julia Eziashi (Co-opted)
Paul Flanagan (Treasurer)
Gina Miscovich (Co-opted) 
Tony Potter
David Shelley
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Q A 

&
Questions you ask

Answers you need

The WA CG framework will be 
available publicly on the WA 
website to share with members 

its mandate, structure and policies 
and practises.  The CG framework 
is a working document designed to 
provide coherence in WA actions and 
communications. We hope it will serve 
to provide clarity to new members 
joining the association and reassure 
existing members and alumni of our 
commitment to continue the good 
work that the WA does in service of its 
community!

A

www.woldinghamassociation.co.uk

What personal information 
does the WA collect from 
members?

Q
How will the CG framework be 
used?Q
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The WA collects personal 
information during the 
application and subscription 

renewal process.  This information 
consists of members' names, 
addresses, emails and other contact 
information and, in some cases, 
payment information.

A

Let us know
Do you have a particular local 
environmental concern? If so 
contact us: Phone: 652615, via our 
website or email: info@TheWA.co.uk

Biggin Hill Airport News

Why does the WA collect this 
information?Q
The WA collects this information 
for two main purposes: to 
communicate with its members 

and to obtain subscription monies and 
reduce costs.

A


