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NEWSLETTER
Autumn 2023HELPING TO PROTECT THE UNIQUE CHARACTER OF OUR VILLAGE

Message from our Chairman
I hope that 2023 has been a good year for 

you. It has been a very busy one for us at the WA. 
Our mission is to promote and conserve the unique 
character of Woldingham and its surrounding 
countryside, and this mission feels more needed 
than ever right now. As land values have 
increased in recent years, so has the pressure 
from developers – large and small – who seek to 
maximise their profits and who are perhaps not 
always cognisant of the character of our village. 
Character is made up of lots of small details – 
hedges, wooded hillsides, glimpses towards the 
open countryside between houses, plot sizes, the 
rhythm of each particular street scene. And as 
these are lost, so character gradually dissipates 
as can be seen in Warlingham. We are proud to 
live in the only Victorian planned village in the 
UK, and we see it as our duty to ensure that 
the village continues to progress and flourish – 
through BT Broadband, rail services, better village 
infrastructure, all of which we have lobbied for – but 
WKDW�QHZ�GHYHORSPHQW�UHVSHFWV�:LOOLDP�*LOIRUG·V�
unique vision and is sensitive to it. There are many 
great examples of development in our village that 
achieve this – and equally some that are proposed 
that we feel would permanently change the 
character of the village.

 Our role is not to decide on planning 
decisions – that is for Tandridge District Council 
and, ultimately, the Planning Inspectorate – but 
to point up any relevant pieces of planning 
policy that relate to Woldingham, such as the 
Woldingham Neighbourhood Plan, as well as the 
Tandridge Local Plan and the National Planning 
)UDPHZRUN��'HILQLQJ�¶FKDUDFWHU·�LV�D�KXJH�SDUW�
of these documents and I would recommend 
them to anyone to gain an understanding of how 
planning decisions are made at local and national 
level (they can all be found readily online, and 
there are more resources on our website: www.
woldinghamassociation.co.uk.).

 I also wanted to invite everyone to the WA 
AGM which takes place from 7pm on Monday 27th 
1RYHPEHU��$V�ZHOO�DV�KHDULQJ�ZKDW�ZH·YH�EHHQ�XS�

to this year, we are all very pleased to confirm that 
David Winstanley, CEO of Biggin Hill Airport, will 
be our special guest speaker this year. Given its 
proximity, Biggin Hill is a particular area of interest 
for our village and we liaise closely with them, 
HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�ORZ�IO\LQJ�DLUFUDIW��,W·V�
good of David to give up his evening to come and 
speak to us, and I hope many of you will be there 
to listen and to ask him any questions. It will also 
be a chance to have a glass of wine and socialise 
with the WA Council and other members.

 Lastly, we will be supplementing these annual 
newsletters with more regular email bulletins 
WKDW�JLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�ZKDW�ZH·UH�GRLQJ�DQG�RQ�
LPSRUWDQW�YLOODJH�QHZV��:H·G�ORYH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�
send that to as many of you as possible so please 
do take the time, if you can, to fill in the slip in this 
newsletter and return to us, or email us. We will 
be fully GDPR-compliant in how we manage your 
information: in other words, we will keep it securely, 
we will only email you when there is something 
notable to relay (a few times a year), and we 
ZRQ·W�SDVV�RQ�\RXU�GHWDLOV��HYHU��WR�DQ\�RWKHU�
organisation or permit anyone else to email you.

 I hope to see many of you at the AGM. As ever, 
please do email me at info@theWA.co.uk with any 
questions or comments. David Shelley
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.
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It is now
 nearly seven 

years since the idea of a 
G

PS (Southerly approach) to 
runw

ay 03 w
as first proposed. 

U
nfortunately, although som

e 
test flights have been flow

n, the 
relevant authorities appear to 
be no further ahead in giving 
their approval, especially w

hilst 
U

K airspace is under review.  
Accordingly, the visual / Southerly 
approach to runw

ay 03 rem
ains. 

Turning to m
ore recent events, 

the predom
inance of N

ortherly 
w

inds in early June resulted in an 
increased num

ber, especially the 
larger C

ategory C
: aircraft such 

as the Em
braer 190 LR

 using this 

approach at a level w
hich residents 

considered to be below
 a safe 

height. C
oncern w

as raised w
ith 

the airport w
ith special reference to 

tw
o flights during the Sum

m
er and 

the follow
ing reply w

as received 
giving greater insight to the 
relevant circum

stances:
"O

n both occasions can confirm
 

the above aircraft w
ere carrying 

out a circling approach to land 
on runw

ay 03 and w
ere betw

een 
1,440ft and 1,446ft AM

SL (Above 
M

ean Sea Level) as they passed 
your location. The aircraft follow

ed 
standard procedures; therefore, 
no further action w

ill be taken. 
Aircraft carrying out a circling 
approach to land on runw

ay 03 are 
flow

n visually and accounts for the 
variation in track as aircraft w

ill not 
be flow

n using specific navigational 
guidance system

. W
hilst there is a 

procedure m
inim

um
 height, aircraft 

are flying visually under visual flight 
rules in class G

 airspace and w
ill 

reduce the height to position the 
aircraft to land. The N

SA is a N
oise 

6HQVLWLYH�$UHD�DQG�QRW�D�¶QR�IO\�
]RQH·��VR�DQ�DLUFUDIW�FDQ�HQWHU�DQ�
N

SA for safety reasons, if follow
ing 

ATC
 instructions or procedure. The 

above investigations have reached 
Stage 3 in the com

plaints process 
and are com

pliant, therefore these 
are now

 closed. Visibility w
as 

excellent."
The W

A are delighted that the 
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There is an increasing volum
e 

of opposition to the proposed 
second runw

ay w
ith accusations 

that the airport has m
isreported 

the results of the various 
consultations that have been 
held. The latest report w

hich has 
further increased the general ire is 
the airport's approach by the 'back 
door' claim

ing that the conversion 
of the 'em

ergency' to a 'second' 
runw

ay is a 'change of use'. This 
w

ould enable the airport to avoid 

m
any of the additional and tim

e-
consum

ing w
ork that w

ould have 
been required had this been an 
outright request for the construction 
of a second runw

ay. M
any further 

details can be obtained by 
accessing the C

AG
N

E (cagne.org) 
and C

PR
E SU

SSEX (cpre.org.uk).
Further disappointing new

s 
is that the G

atw
ick N

orthern 
R

unw
ay Project application has 

been accepted by the Planning 
Inspectorate.

B
iggin H

ill A
irport N

ew
s

Tandridge D
istrict C

ouncil 
continues w

ith its em
erging 

Local Plan, w
hich is to set the 

strategic policies for the D
istrict, 

including how
 m

any hom
es 

and w
here they w

ill be built, 
until 2033.This em

erging Local 
Plan is the sam

e em
erging Local 

Plan that com
m

enced in 2015. 
The W

oldingham
 Association has 

participated in every consultation 
stage, the Exam

ination H
earings 

in late 2019, and review
ed the 

ongoing correspondence betw
een 

Tandridge D
istrict C

ouncil and the 
Exam

iner since. The m
ost recent 

event w
as the recom

m
endation 

from
 the Planning Policy C

om
m

ittee 
to request that the Local Plan 
Exam

iner w
rite a final report 

explaining w
hy he concludes 

that the em
erging Local Plan is 

unsound. This recom
m

endation w
ill 

then go to the next full m
eeting of 

Tandridge D
istrict C

ouncil for a final 
vote.  W

e continue to m
onitor the 

situation.

... in so m
any places around 

W
oldingham

.
W

ith the w
eather on our side, 

WKH�:
$·V�&

RURQDWLRQ�7UHDVXUH�+
XQW�

attracted m
ore than 30 fam

ilies 
and m

any adults. Starting at St. 
3DXO·V�&

KXUFK��WUHDVXUH�KXQWHUV�
had to follow

 m
ore than 20 clues 

through the centre of the village 
and along Park View

 R
oad. Each 

stop featured som
e historical facts 

or other snippet of interest. D
id 

you know
 – for exam

ple – that the 
horse trough on The G

reen w
as 

rem
oved during the w

ar to confuse 
the enem

y, as it had “W
oldingham

” 
carved into its stone?  

The treasure hunt also explored 
som

e of the special characteristics 
of our village and how

 these and 
the surrounding countryside are 
protected for future generations. 
Finally, the hunt m

entioned m
any 

of our local clubs, societies and 
w

onderful volunteers - the “hum
an 

treasure” that m
akes our village 

such a w
onderful place to live.  

C
oncluding at the W

A stand on 

the G
lebe, treasure hunters had 

to identify som
e of the m

ost iconic 
YLHZ

V�RI�:
ROGLQJKDP

·V�FRXQWU\VLGH��
from

 the bluebells at G
reat C

hurch 
W

ood, to the chalk grassland at 
M

adeira W
alk and the rolling hills 

of the M
arden Park AO

N
B. Finally, 

children w
ere rew

arded w
ith sw

eets 
from

 the treasure chest and got to 
decorate their ow

n crow
n before 

taking selfies on the throne.
W

e had lots of fun hosting the 
treasure hunt, and w

e hope that it 
w

ill inspire all generations to protect 
the treasures of W

oldingham
. 

Please do encourage any 
new

com
ers to look up the W

A and 
(if they w

ish) join by contacting us 
by em

ail or through our w
ebsite. 

W
e appreciate your support.
The W

A w
ould like to thank 

Jenny King and Linda D
ickinson 

of the W
oldingham

 H
istory Society 

for their com
m

ents and support, 
and the Scouts, R

ainbow
s and 

W
oldingham

 Panto for lending 
som

e of the “equipm
ent” for the 

treasure hunt. 

Treasure can be found...



Contact us
By e-mail:  
info@TheWA.co.uk
Internet: 
www.woldinghamassociation.
co.uk
or by writing to the 
address below:
The Woldingham 
Association 
c/o The Hermitage 
Park View Road 
Woldingham 
CR3 7DJ

The WA 
Council 
The Lord Christopher CBE
Dr June Wakefield
David Shelley (Chairman)
Karen Cooper
Sue Edwards
Mandy Fletcher (Secretary)
Geoffrey King
Adam Miller (Treasurer)
Gina Miscovich (Co-opted) 
Tony Potter
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Where do I look for planning 
guidance if I want to do an 
extension?

Q 

An asset to The Crescent  
with information about The 
Woldingham Association and 
village matters.  Last year we 
commissioned a local bespoke 
craftsman to make us a new notice 
board. Our thanks go to www.
johnstonandsons.co.uk

The Woldingham Association 
does not give planning advice 
but the relevant guidance 

and planning policies that cover 
Woldingham and are referred to by 
Tandridge Council, Parish Council 
and ourselves can be found on our 
website

A New Notice Board

The Local Government 
Commission is conducting a 
review of the District Councillor 
ward boundaries in Tandridge 
District as part of its nationwide 
review of ward boundaries.   
Tandridge District Council had 
recently agreed to continue a three-
year electoral cycle, and so the 
&RPPLVVLRQ·V�GHIDXOW�SRVLWLRQ�ZDV�
to draw District ward boundaries 
that each had three Councillors.  
The current District ward boundares 
are not the same as the Parish 
boundaries. 

The Woldingham Association 
submitted a detailed response to 
the consultation questions which 

focused on how little had changed 
in Woldingham since the last review 
concluded that Woldingham should 
be a single councillor ward.  Our 
response also explained how a 
single Councillor ward would fulfill 
the criteria used by the Commission 
better than merging Woldingham to 
create a new two or three councillor 
ward.

There is a second consultation 
underway for the Draft 
Recommendations, and we hope 
that the Commission retains 
Woldingham as a single District 
councillor ward in the Final 
Recommendations.

Review of District Councillor Wards

Let us know
Do you have 
a particular 
local 
environmental 
concern? If 
so, please 
contact us


